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STRABANE – CROSSING THE RIVER MOURNE in the running for £50 million 

TV vote, as part of Sustrans’ Connect2 bid.

A major project to get millions of people walking and cycling in Strabane came a step closer today as Sustrans’ Connect2 Lottery bid entered the ultimate stage of the Big Lottery Fund’s: The People’s £50 Million contest. The final shortlist was announced today and TV presenter Lorraine Kelly and former minister Charles Clarke will lead the sustainable transport charity’s bid to transform local travel opportunities in Strabane and across the UK. Adam Hart Davies, Wayne Hemingway and Ken Livingstone are among other high-profile supporters.

Strabane  2000’s  proposal, ‘Strabane – Crossing the River Mourne’, which consists of a new pedestrian and cycle bridge between Meeting House Street and Melvin Park Sports Complex is included in the Sustrans’ Connect2 Lottery Bid. 

Four organisations, including ‘Sustrans’ Connect2 project, are competing for the £50 million grant to be decided by public vote on ITV1 in December. Each project will be the subject of a television programme on ITV1 in the week commencing 3 December.   Sustrans' Connect2 will be featured on Tuesday 4 December. Full programme details will be released in mid November. Voting will take place online and by phone vote following the TV shows.  Online voting for The People’s £50 Million Lottery Giveaway will open at 9am on 26 November at www.thepeoples50million.org.uk. Telephone voting will be over the weekend 7-10 December.*

*Notes to editors - ITV reserve the right to change schedules.

Connect2 will improve local travel in 79 communities across the UK by building walking and cycling bridges and tunnels, developing links, and even re-instating a ferry. Connect2 will also bring people closer together by making journeys quicker, healthier and more convenient.  

From cyclists and leisure walkers to commuters and schoolchildren, everyone will have a better quality of life thanks to Connect2. Across the UK six million people live within a mile of the proposed schemes, including one million schoolchildren. It is estimated that 79,000 tonnes of carbon emissions could be saved annually once the schemes are completed.

Lorraine Kelly: “I meet so many people from all walks of life and I find
one thing affects us all, travel. How many times have we stood on the
edge of a busy road waiting for the traffic to ease or had to travel
miles out of our way to get to the one bridge over the river? Connect2
deals with just these daily challenges and gives us the option to do the
journey in a way that helps the environment. And, of course, it gets us
fit - forget the gym, Connect2 is the answer to our obesity problems”.

Sustrans’ CEO John Grimshaw said, “Three years ago the National Cycle Network was voted Britain’s favourite large-scale, lottery-funded project. Connect2 will build on the NCN and provide local opportunities for people to combat two of the most pressing issues facing us - obesity and climate change. We ask anyone who would like to see local travel transformed across the UK to vote for Connect2 in December.”

The Chairman of Strabane 2000, Councillor Jarlath McNulty, welcomed this news and added  “Strabane needs everyone to vote for Connect2 in December in order to get our new pedestrian and cycle bridge across the River Mourne.  This bridge will not only be iconic but also provide a safe place for local people to walk and cycle into the town and go about their daily business.   It will link the communities on the north and south sides of the river and allow easy access to our schools, churches, businesses and recreational areas – so  please don’t forget to VOTE.”
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To find out more about Connect2, and to register support, visit www.sustransconnect2.org.uk or text Connect2 to 80010
Ends

For further information please contact the Press Office
Telephone: 0117 927 7555; Fax: 0117 930 4149; E-mail: press@sustrans.org.uk.

Press and PR Manager – Gill Harrison (0117 915 0108)

Press Officer Ruth Bowen (0117 915 0109)

Out of office hours (mobile: 07802 986728)

Photo Librarian – Jonathan Bewley (0117 915 0120).

ISDN line available for radio interviews.

Heather Torrens, Project Officer – Strabane 2000,   Strabane District Council    

Tel:  028 71381302

Email:   htorrens@strabanedc.com
Notes to Editors
Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. Its vision is a world in which people choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment. It is achieving this through innovative but practical solutions to the UK’s transport challenges. Sustrans’ flagship project, the National Cycle Network, is now around 12,000 miles and runs within one mile of over half the UK population. During 2006 over 338 million trips were made on the Network. It is maintained by a team of 2,400 volunteer Rangers.
The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours, which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 

The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888
Out of hours: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030

Textphone:  08456 021 659
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